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SHORE EXCURSIONS PROGRAM 

2012 + 2013 WINTER SEASON IN THE MEDITERRANEAN
MSC DIVINA : from DI26 (03 November 2012) to DI09 (15 march 2013)

MSC SPLENDIDA : from SP01 (24 november 2012) to SP18 (16 march 2013)

BARCELONA (Spain)

Barcelona is Spain’s second-largest city and the capital of the Catalonia region. A wonderfully vibrant city and a cultural and artistic centre since the Middle Ages, Barcelona makes for a fantastic out, even for a few hours.
BCN01WI – CITY TOUR OF BARCELONA [image: image1.png]
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Duration: approx. 4 hours
Take some time to discover beautiful Barcelona on this enjoyable sightseeing tour of the city. Your Barcelona experience begins at the spectacular Cathedral of the Holy Cross and St. Eulalia, the construction of which began at the end of the 13th and continued into the 15th century. The Cathedral is situated in Barcelona’s Barri Gòtic quarter, the city’s largely intact medieval centre. The coach will also drive past two of the famous works by the architect Gaudí for external viewings of the Sagrada Família and the Casa Batlló. Your tour will be rounded off by a stroll around the tranquil Poble Espanyol, a village purpose-built to showcase Spain’s many different architectural styles, and a brief stop at Montjuich Hill for the fabulous views of the city from the Belvedere del Alcalde. Your tour concludes with your return to the ship.

Please note: the Cathedral visit may have to be cancelled on public holidays or if special events are being held. Conservative attire is recommended for visiting places of religious importance.

BCN02WI – PANORAMIC TOUR & SHOPPING [image: image5.png]
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

The fabulous city of Barcelona is well worth a visit and this whistle-stop tour will take you to see the key sights during an enjoyable half day off the ship. Upon leaving the port, your tour begins with a drive through Barcelona's main streets and squares. A short stop will be made at Montjuich Hill to take in the superb view over the city before moving on for a brief external viewing of the Sagrada Família, Gaudí’s striking yet unfinished neo-Gothic masterpiece. There will also be time to pay the impressive Barcelona Cathedral, which was constructed from the end of the 13th until into the 15th century, a visit before taking you to go shopping in the Plaça de Catalunya, a large square in central Barcelona that is ideal for a little retail therapy.

Please note: on public holidays, the shopping stop will be at the “La Rambla” pedestrian mall.

BCN03WI – THE GAUDÍ EXPERIENCE [image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.png]LMITED
SEATS,




Duration: approx. 4 hours

Don’t miss your chance to immerse yourself in the fascinating world and works of Barcelona’s premiere architect: the world-famous Antoni Gaudí. After leaving the port, your tour will take you down the beautiful Passeig de Gràcia avenue for an outside view of Casa Batlló, a flamboyant building that is covered in thousands of multi-coloured tiles. Up next is Casa Milà, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, for another exterior visit, followed by the Park Güell, a garden complex and one of Barcelona’s key tourist attractions due to its remarkable, sinuous buildings, stunning mosaics and ceramic-covered benches. The excursion also includes time to visit inside Gaudí’s unfinished neo-Gothic masterpiece, the Sagrada Família. Your tour ends with a scenic return drive to the port.

BCN05WI - PANORAMIC CITY TOUR & NOU CAMP STADIUM [image: image11.png]
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Duration: 3.5 hours

Thanks to the sheer scale of its impressive architecture, Barcelona’s Camp Nou Stadium – one of the world’s most famous football temples and the largest stadium in all of Europe with a capacity to seat nearly 100,000 people – is a fascinating destination, whether you are a soccer fan or not. Apart from hosting numerous key UEFA matches throughout the years, the stadium has also been used to stage other events, including concerts given by such major pop artists as Sting, Bruce Springsteen, Peter Gabriel, Tracy Chapman or U2. In 1982, Pope John Paul II even celebrated mass at the stadium, on which occasion he was made an honorary citizen of Barcelona. Your tour begins with a drive-by sightseeing tour past Gaudi’s Sagrada Família, a minor basilica, and up Montjuich Hill before arriving at Camp Nou Stadium.

Please note: the feasibility of the tour is subject to the schedule of the football club and then the stadium could be closed with very short notice; for this reason the tour could be cancelled even the day before our call for reasons beyond MSC’s control. The visit to the stadium includes walking upstairs and downstairs and is not suitable for guests who experience mobility problems or in wheelchair. 
BCN08WI  - MONTSERRAT 
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Duration: 4.5 hours

Situated approx. 1 hour by coach from the port of Barcelona lies Montserrat, a mountain-top Benedictine Monastery that forms the highest point of the Catalonian lowlands. Santa Maria de Montserrat, to give the monastery its official name, is a key Catholic pilgrimage site and a favourite destination for religious retreats. Apart from being home to a statue of the Virgin of Montserrat – also known as the Black Madonna or La Moreneta – the monastery boasts a basilica with a resplendent interior that stands in stark contrast to its somewhat austere exterior. Interestingly, the monastery also hosts a publishing house that counts as one of the world’s oldest still functioning presses, with the first book having been printed in 1499. You will have time to look around by yourself before returning to Barcelona.

Please note: the guide will give explanation only outside the site; guests will visit the site Monastery. Conservative attire is recommended. Shooting videos or taking photos inside the Monastery is prohibited.

BCN10WI - FLAMENCO SHOW 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

This tour lets you simply sit back and relax on the coach while you enjoy drive-by viewings of Barcelona’s main sights, including the magnificent Passeig de Gràcia and Gaudi’s unfinished masterpiece, the Sagrada Família, which was consecrated as a minor basilica by the Pope in 2010. Continuing up to Montjuich Hill, you can enjoy breathtaking views of the city below and after a photo stop, head for Poble Espanyol, a unique open-air architectural museum situated on the hill. The museum was originally constructed for the Barcelona International Exhibition in 1929 with the aim of mimicking a townscape that would reflect the architecture, style and culture typical of various Spanish regions in a single place. A 30-minute flamenco show accompanied by a fruity sangria punch rounds off your tour.

BCN12WI - HIKING IN COLLSEROLA NATURAL PARK [image: image20.png]
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Duration: 5 hours

A green oasis in the midst of one of the Mediterranean coast’s most densely populated urban areas, Collserola Natural Park gained national park status in 2010 and is now a protected area. After being transferred to the park (30-min. drive), a professional mountain guide will accompany you on a journey through natural diversity. Besides the park’s astounding landscapes, the tour also offers a unique high-up perspective of Barcelona’s world-famous architecture, including the Sagrada Familia basilica, Camp Nou stadium and 38-storey Torre Agbar. You will pass by the Collserola Tower, designed by Sir Norman Foster for the 1992 Summer Olympics, before arriving at the summit of Tibidabo. This  512m peak overlooks the city and is the site of the Temple Expiatori del Sagrat Cor, a modernist church, where the bus awaits you for the return trip to the port. 

Please note: as this tour includes an 8km trail walk, we recommend wearing hiking shoes and bringing water. This tour is not suitable for passengers with mobility limitations and is not foreseen for guests onboard MSC Divina. Tour guides in English or Spanish only.

BCN14WI - AN INSIDE LOOK INTO GAUDI’S MASTERPIECES  [image: image23.png]
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Duration: full day, lunch not included.

Join us and discover the masterpieces of Antoni Gaudi, the architect whose famous works can be found in Barcelona and surroundings. Leave the port for a drive along Barcelona’s famous “Paseo de Gracia”, known as Spain’s most expensive street, to Casa Batlló with its outer walls of multi-coloured tiles (exterior visit only). Then continue on to the bizarre Casa Mija, one of seven Gaudi properties to be declared a UNESCO World Heritage Site (exterior visit only), followed by the Park Güell, a garden-city complex and one of Barcelona’s main attractions with its remarkable, sinuous buildings, stunning mosaics and ceramic-covered benches. The excursion includes a stop to admire the outside of the Sagrada Familia basilica, Gaudi’s unfinished neogothic masterpiece. Enjoy some free time to have lunch (not included) or go shopping before driving for approx. 1 hour to Santa Coloma de Cervelló to visit Colònia Güell, one of Gaudi’s most revered works for its structural innovations and unique use of materials. Built in the middle of a pine forest, the highlight of this masterpiece is the crypt. The church itself was never completed.

Please note: this tour involves walking on uneven ground, steps and cobblestone surfaces and is not suitable for those with mobility limitations. This tour is only for guests onboard MSC Splendida.
BARI (Italy)

Situated in the ‘heel’ of this boot-shaped country, Bari is famous for its beaches, old town and fabulous food. The surrounding area of Puglia is home to many intriguing attractions, such as the unusual conical ‘trullo’ houses that are scattered across this landscape and the mysterious Sassi caves in the atmospheric troglodyte town of Matera.
BAR01WI –  CITY TOUR 
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Duration: 4 hours

This interesting tour of Bari gives you a chance to take a leisurely walk around the historical quarter of “Bari Vecchia” and its medieval architecture. A visit to the Basilica of St. Nicholas, which was built in honour of Bari’s patron saint, is included. Founded towards the end of the 11th century A.D., the basilica has now been an important religious pilgrimage site for nearly a millennium. An exterior viewing of Bari’s old Norman castle is also on the tour itinerary. You will have some free time to spend as you wish before the tour is rounded out with a quick trip around the city’s modern district. The tour ends with your return to the ship.

BAR02WI – ALBEROBELLO  SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
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Duration: 4.5 hours

Leave the port of Bari for a scenic 1-hour coach ride through the Italian countryside to Alberobello, a town in the Apulia region that forms the top of the “heel” of the boot of Italy. Thanks to its distinctive mortarless round stone houses with conical roofs, known as “trulli”, the town was added to the list of UNESCO World Heritage sites in 1996. Your tour includes a guided walk through the delightful streets of this most unusual village – plus a visit to St. Antonio, the only “trullo” church in the world. Many of these “trullo” houses are topped by a so-called “pinnacolo” – a sort of white cap or sphere – and all of them have curious symbols, possibly good-luck charms, painted on the roofs. Time permitting, you will also be taken on a short sightseeing tour of Bari by coach before you return to the port and your ship.

BAR04WI  - THE “SASSI” IN MATERA 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Enjoy a 1-hour drive to Matera, the city of the weird and wonderful “Sassi”, caves and the first town in the world to be declared a UNESCO World Heritage site. These caves were inhabited from the Neolithic times right up until 1952. Perhaps because of its unique and tangible history, the atmosphere here is extraordinary and the place exudes a mystic air. We will either visit a furnished Sassi cave museum house or one rocky church that are symbol of the local culture. Many film directors have chosen to set films in Matera as it is such an evocative place and Mel Gibson’s controversial film, “The Passion of the Christ”, was shot here.

Please note: guests will be met by guides in Matera; the bus drive is not guided. This tour is not suitable for guests who experience mobility problems; long periods of walking.

BAR07WI - THE CAVES OF CASTELLANA & POLIGNANO A MARE 
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Duration: 4 hours

Leave the port for an hour’s drive to the Caves of Castellana where we will meet our guide for a fantastic subterranean journey through the cave complex. The caves were first explored in 1938, although their existence had been known since the XVIII century. At 60 metres deep, marvel at the cave chambers and the myriad of alabaster stalagmites and stalactites encrusted with calcite crystals. Back above ground we will travel on to Polignano a Mare, a lovely village perched high on a rock with wonderful views over the sea. Choose a guided tour of the village or to explore the pretty whitewashed streets on your own, meandering under the flowered arches and enjoying the hillside terrace that overlook the sea.

Please note: excursion not recommended for guests who are claustrophobic or with mobility problems. The itinerary inside the caves is on uneven, slippery path.

CASABLANCA (Morocco)

Forever immortalized by the classic movie of the same name, Casablanca is Morocco's modern metropolis. Here a rich blend of Art Deco architecture and North African traditions fuse with a French colonial past. Enjoy the contrast of cultures offered in this cosmopolitan city or immerse yourself in authentic Morrocan culture in the exotic towns of Fez, Rabat and Marrakech.

CAS01WI - CITY TOUR AND HASSAN II’ S MOSQUE 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Founded by the Carthaginian who called the city “Anfa”, Casablanca as it is today is the result of rebuilding work carried out after a devastating earthquake in 1755. This city excursion will take you on a panoramic tour through the main streets and squares of Casablanca with a short stop at a typical local market where you will find a variety of goods and a local natural pharmacy. We will visit the beautiful Cathedral of Notre Dame de Lourdes and the highlight of the excursion will be a visit to the magnificent Mosque of Hassan II, the largest mosque in the Islamic world after Mecca.

Please note: if the call falls on a day of religious celebrations the visit to the Mosque will be around the exterior only. Conservative attire is recommended for visiting places of religious importance.

CAS02WI - MARRAKECH 
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Duration: full day, lunch included

Situated a 3-hour coach drive from the port of Casablanca lies the vibrant city of Marrakech, also called the “Pearl of the South”. Included in the tour itinerary are some of Marrakech’s key sights, including the beautifully decorated Saadian tombs and the magnificent late 19-century Bahia Palace and gardens. A stop will be made for you to enjoy a reviving, typical lunch in a restaurant downtown, after which the tour continues on to its final destination: Marrakech’s bustling Jamaa el-Fna Square. This old marketplace in the city’s medina quarter is teeming with life. Traders, snake charmers, acrobats, jugglers, storytellers, magicians, musicians and peddlers of traditional medicines: this place has got the lot. Your tour concludes with your return to the ship.

Please note: this tour is not suitable for guests who experience mobility problems or in wheelchair. Long periods of walking involved.

CAS03WI - RABAT 
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Duration: approx. 5 hours

Take a coach for a 1,5-hour drive to Rabat, the capital of Morocco, home to the government and the residence of King Hassan II. Our excursion begins with a guided tour past the Grand Mechouar Official Square and Hassan Tower and Mosque which, with its 300 broken columns and although uncompleted, is reputed to be one of the largest mosques in the Islamic world. The excursion also includes a walk through the streets of the Medina visiting the Mausoleum of Mohammed V and the garden of Oudayas Kasbah.

Please note: this tour is not suitable for guests with mobility problems; long periods of walking involved. If the call falls on a day of religious celebrations the visit to the Mausoleum will be external. The visit to the Mausoleum will be reconfirmed on the day of call and may be omitted in case the King of Morocco is in town. This tour is foreseen in the afternoon. Conservative attire is recommended for visiting places of religious importance.

CAS04WI - FEZ  
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Duration: full day, lunch included

Fez is perhaps the most authentic Imperial city in Morocco and this day-long excursion will take you on a 3,5-hour drive to this fascinating city. Highlights of this tour include the ancient Medina Fés El Bali, a typical market area where each souk is dedicated to different crafts, from woodwork to leather. We will also visit Mellah, the Jewish Quarter, as well as the Belgazhi Museum. We will admire the exterior of the Karaouine Mosque and look around the grand Medersa Attarine building. Lunch included. 

Please note: this tour is not suitable for guests who experience mobility problems; long periods of walking involved. This tour is not foreseen for the call on 04.01.13 (MSC Divina).
CAS05WI - CASABLANCA & RABAT 
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Duration: full day, lunch included

Leave the port for a full day world-class sightseeing beginning with a stop at Mohamed V Square and Hassan II Mosque, the largest mosque in the Islamic world after Mecca. We will drive through the Corniche and Anfa areas to the Habbous Quarter for a tour around the central market and a local natural pharmacy. Our journey continues with a 1,5-hour drive to Rabat, the capital of Morocco, to enjoy this city’s best sites such as the Mohamed V Mausoleum, the Hassan Tower and its 300 broken columns, the Oudayas Kasbah and the Royal Palace (outside). Lunch included.

Please note: this tour is not suitable for guests with mobility problems; long periods of walking involved. If the call falls on a day of religious celebrations the visit to the Mosque and to the Mausoleum will be external. The visit to the Mausoleum will be reconfirmed on the day of call and may be omitted in case the King of Morocco is in town. Conservative attire is recommended for visiting places of religious importance.

CIVITAVECCHIA (Italy)

The port city of Civitavecchia lies about an hour from Italy’s capital, Rome, and is the starting point for excursions into the ‘Eternal City’. Rome probably needs no introduction – it is the ultimate vacation destination - there is perhaps no other city so crammed full of history, with layer upon layer of fabulous ruins and imperial temples, not to mention Etruscan tombs, early Christian churches, medieval bell towers, Renaissance palaces and baroque basilicas, all which can be enjoyed under the magic of the warm Southern sun.
CIV01WI - ROME, CLASSIC TOUR 
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Duration: full day, lunch included

Leaving the port, an approx. 1.5-hour coach drive will take you to Rome, one of the world’s greatest cities and unique in its eclectic blend of charm, history and art. Your tour guide will meet you on arrival to lead you around the city on a varied itinerary that includes external visits at the Colosseum and Roman Forum. You can even attend the Pope’s weekly Angelus on St. Peter’s Square and admire the splendid Bernini Column. You will have time to explore on your own and, if you like, visit the Basilica. Your guide will be happy to provide information on the site beforehand. A break will be made for lunch in a restaurant, after which the excursion continues with a walking tour to Trevi Fountain, the Pantheon and around the elegant Piazza Navona. On taking leave of your Roman guide, you will return to the port.

Please note: the excursion includes a long walking tour. The possibility of attending the “Angelus” will be reconfirmed on board as it depends on the Vatican’s programmes; it is foreseen only during Sunday calls. During the autumn and the winter, it may be dusk when we visit some of the sites. The restaurant lunch may be earlier or later depending on the day of call. Conservative attire is recommended for visiting places of religious importance.

CIV02WI - ROME, BAROQUE TOUR 
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Duration: full day, lunch not included

Rome – one of the world’s most iconic cities that is both steeped in history and rich in Italian charm – awaits you after an approx. 1.5-hour coach drive from Civitavecchia. A city guide will be on hand to meet you on arrival and then escort you on a Roman tour that includes external viewings of the Colosseum and Roman Forum. The Pope’s weekly Angelus – held on St. Peter’s Square every Sunday – can also be attended, giving you a chance to admire the splendid Bernini Column at the same time. Free time to explore on your own will be made available as well. A visit to the Basilica is well worthwhile – your guide will provide information on the site beforehand. The excursion draws to a close with a walk to Trevi Fountain, the Pantheon and the lovely Piazza di Spagna and Piazza Navona. After saying goodbye to your guide, you will return to the port.

Please note: the excursion includes a long walking tour. Lunch is not included in the price of the excursion and is at the clients’ charge. The possibility of attending the “Angelus” will be reconfirmed on board as it depends on the Vatican’s programmes; it is foreseen only during Sunday calls. During the autumn and the winter, it may be dusk when we visit some of the sites. Conservative attire is recommended for visiting places of religious importance.

CIV03WI - ROME ON YOUR OWN 
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Duration: full day, lunch not included

This unguided tour of Rome begins with an approx. 1.5-hour drive by coach, after which you can spend the entire day exploring “The Eternal City” – the capital of Italy – at your leisure. Instructions on how best to get around town and a map showing the main sights and monuments will be provided. Some of the must-sees Rome is known for include the Colosseum and the Roman Forum, the Pantheon, the beautiful Piazza Navona in old Rome, the neighbouring Vatican City State and the Trevi Fountain in Rome’s modern centre, to name but a few. As one of the world’s fashion capitals, the city is also choc-full of superb shopping facilities. Further sights include the magnificent Bernini Column on St. Peter’s Square, which is also the site of the Pope’s Sunday Angelus.

Please note: the bus stops near St. Peter’s Square; this is the point of arrival and departure of your tour. 

CIV04 - ANCIENT OSTIA 
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

Situated on the outskirts of Rome about a 1-hour drive from the port of Civitavecchia lies Ostia, a popular residential area with a beach and a marina with moorings for both smaller and larger boats. But your actual tour destination is Rome’s ancient port, which grew around the mouth of the River Tiber. A knowledgeable tour guide will meet you at the so-called Ostia Antica, an archaeological complex first discovered in the course of excavation work carried out in the late 19th and early 20th centuries. On walking around the huge area, you can get a real feel for what life must have been like in Roman times. Apart from its Roman forum and two baths, the ancient city also gives visitors a glimpse of working life with well-preserved ancient apartment buildings used to house navvies and the old warehouses and docks to explore.

Please note: this tour includes long distances on uneven ground and is not recommended for guests with mobility problems. This tour is not foreseen on 07.01.13 (MSC Divina)

CIV07WI - GRAN TOUR OF ROME, THE ETERNAL CITY 
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Duration: full day, lunch included

This excursion combines two of the most important aspects of Rome: Christianity and antiquity. Bus transfer to Rome (1.5 hours) to meet our guide and start the tour with a visit to the Colosseum, also known as the Flavian Amphitheatre. We will look around this impressive edifice, built to hold up to 50.000 people and where the Romans used to watch the cruel gladiators combats. The tour continues with a stroll around Piazza Navona, Trevi Fountain and the Pantheon, an ancient temple built in honour of seven important Roman deities. Stop for lunch in a typical Italian restaurant. The afternoon will be dedicated to the home of Christianity as we pay a visit to St. Peter's Square: free time to explore the square or to visit the Basilica independently after receiving information from the guide outside the site. After leaving our guide in Rome we will return to the port.  

Please note: this tour is almost entirely made on foot and is not suitable for guests with walking difficulties. During the autumn and the winter, it may be dusk when we visit some of the sites. The restaurant lunch may be earlier or later depending on the day of call. Conservative attire is recommended for visiting places of religious importance.

CIV08WI – ROME & THE WONDERS OF THE VATICAN MUSEUM 
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Duration: full day, lunch not included

A 1.5-hour coach transfer will take you to Rome where your guide will provide a sightseeing tour of Rome’s key monuments including the Aurelian Walls, the Pyramid, Caracalla’s Baths, the Circus Massimus, the Colosseum, the Roman Forum, Venice Square and the romantic “Lungotevere”: all from the comfort of your coach. We will proceed to the Vatican area where, after a short walk, you will reach the Vatican Museum. This excursion allows you privileged access to the site, avoiding the long queues. Enjoy a guided tour inside one of the world’s most famous museums, admiring the masterpieces commissioned by the Roman Popes and which have been collected and preserved during the ages. See inside the Sistine Chapel, marvel at the exquisite frescoes by Michaelangelo and other XV century artists from Tuscany and Umbria. Free time for lunch (not-inclusive) followed by a guided tour of “Piazza San Pietro” and the Basilica. The return to the port will be unguided. 

Please note: during calls in the autumn and the winter, it may be dusk when we visit some of the sites. Lunch is not included. This tour is not suitable for guests with mobility problems. This tour is not scheduled on 03.03.13 (MSC Divina). Conservative attire is recommended for visiting places of religious importance. Shooting videos or taking pictures inside the Sistine Chapel is prohibited.
CIV09WI – ROME SIGHTSEEING 
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Duration: 5,5 hours

Leave the port for a 1.5-hour drive to Italy’s capital city and experience one of the most comfortable ways to visit Rome with a sightseeing coach tour of all the attractions that make up this “Eternal City”. You will see the Cestia Pyramid, Caracalla Baths, “Circus Massimus”, the Colosseum and the famous “Bocca della Verità” fountain as well as Via Veneto, Piazza Barberini, and the romantic “Lungotevere”. We will then drop you off at the Vatican where you will have free time to wander the tranquil backstreets of the Vatican State or visit Saint Peter’s Basilica on your own. The return to the port will be unguided. 

Please note: guests will be met in Rome by the guides.

CIV13WI - ANCIENT ROME IN 3D AND MORE 
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Duration: full day, lunch not included

Experience an exhilarating 3 dimensional journey through the history of imperial Rome during your one day tour in Rome. Once arrived in Rome, meet your guide and enjoy a panoramic tour by coach until reaching the Coliseum. Here you will receive all information about this important monument from outside. The “Colosseo” was originally called Flavian Amphitheatre, since it was built by the Roman Family Flavia. Started in the year 72 A.D. it was finished in the year 80 A.D. during the reign of the Emperor Titus. Next, follow your guide and get ready to visit the Virtual Museum of Ancient Rome. A series of amazing special effects and computerized equipment will give you the opportunity to find yourself  in the underground chambers of the Coliseum and back in 310 AD. After this amazing experience, reach the Vatican area and enjoy some free time to explore Rome on your own or taste some Italian food. Rejoin the bus and return to the ship.

Please note: the coach drive to Rome takes approx. 1.5 hours. 

CORFU (Greece)

Corfu spells endless natural beauty and is an island of song and music, of unending inspiration, a compelling combination of the cosmopolitan and the traditional. After Cephalonia, Corfu is the second largest of the Greek Ionian islands. From the pristine beaches to lush vegetation, the island will leave holiday-makers with unforgettable memories and enduring images.

COR01WI - ACHILLEION’ S PALACE 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

In the days of ancient Greece, Corfu marked the final stage of the legendary trip made by the mythological Greek god, Odysseus, on his journey home to Ithaca. While hardly of epic proportions, this tour will certainly give you a chance to enjoy Corfu’s lush landscape as you travel around the island. The excursion includes a visit to Achilleion’s Palace, a beautiful white mansion and the former residence of Queen Elizabeth of Austria – who was affectionately known as Sisi. The richly decorated palace is set in pretty gardens overlooking the sea and is dedicated to another hero from Greek mythology, Achilles. Before you return to the port and your ship, you will also have a chance to pay Corfu town a brief visit and spend a little free time strolling around.

Please note: guests in a foldable wheelchair can take part in this tour though there will be limitations in visiting some rooms of the Palace and the gardens.

COR03WI - PALAIOKASTRITZA 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

After leaving the port of Corfu, a short and scenic drive takes you through the island’s interior, which is characterised by orange groves, cypress and pine trees, to the west coast and the beautiful bay of Palaiokastritsa just south of Angelokastro. You will have a chance to visit Palaiokastritsa’s Byzantine Monastery, which is situated high up on a rocky promontory with gorgeous views of the island and the Ionian Sea. While the monastery was originally founded in the early 13th-century, the current complex dates from the 18th century and is still home to a handful of monks even today. The monastery church is ornately painted with icons and frescoes covering the walls and ceilings. On returning to Corfu town, you will have time to explore the vicinity on your own before returning to the ship.
Please note: conservative attire is recommended for visiting places of religious importance.

COR05WI - SAFARI JEEP 
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Duration: approx. 5 hours

Spend a few hours off the ship getting acquainted with the beautiful island of Corfu, its wonderful scenery, lovely views and pretty villages in self-drive jeeps. Brief photo stops will be made along the way to ensure you can take all the snapshots you need to fill the family album. Before returning to the port, you will have time to gather your strength and relax at a traditional inn. Apart from having a refreshing drink, you will also have a chance to enjoy a typical Corfu folk dance show. 

Please note: as drivers are not included in the tour, guests will be expected to drive the jeep(s) themselves. An international driver’s license is compulsory. Each jeep can accommodate a maximum of 4 guests, incl. the driver.

COR07WI – PALEOKASTRITZA & WINE TASTING [image: image105.png]
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Duration: 4 hours

This excursion will begin with a 25-minute coach drive across the lush Corfu countryside offering nice natural views of olive groves, pine and cypress trees. Your first stop will be at Kum Quat Factory to learn about the process of harvesting and producing liqueurs and treats from the fruits. Next you will reach the beautiful bay of Palaeokastritsa where you will have free time for independent exploration. The Byzantine Monastery, which is situated high up on a rocky promontory, offers gorgeous views of the island and the Ionian Sea. Your tour will continue up to the mountains to reach Lakones, which is situated on the mountainside, and which offers breathtaking views over Paleokastritsa. After a short stop you will reach the traditional village of Makrades where at the local tavern “Colombos” you will enjoy a traditional “meze” (local Greek snack) and taste the local wine or some famous Greek ouzo (aniseed-like drink). The taverna's interior is decorated with traditional 18th and 19th century agricultural tools and an intriguing old olive press which offer a glimpse into the old ways of living and working. Return to the port.

Please note: this tour includes long periods of walking (1.5 km) on uneven ground with some steps and long coach transfers. Conservative attire is recommended for visiting places of religious importance.

 
COR08WI – PANORAMIC SIGHTS OF CORFU [image: image110.png]
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Duration: 4 hours

This delightful coach tour allows to combine a visit to the town of Corfu with marvelous views of the natural beauty of the island. A coach drive across Corfu’s countryside which is characterised by orange groves, cypress and pine trees, will take you to the west coast and the beautiful bay of Paleiokastritsa. Here you will have a guided tour and time for independed exploration before continuing to the Golden Fox Café for a brief photo stop. Perched on the hills in the traditional village of Lakones and famous for its spectacular views over the Bay of Paleokastritsa, this place is called “God’s Balcony” by the locals. You will admire lovely views of the scenic Paleokastritsa Bay and the surrounding hills, even of the entire island. After a break in the village of Lakones you will return to the town of Corfu for an enjoyable coach sightseeing tour passing by the Palaiopolis (ancient ruins), the summer palace of the ex-King of Greece, Mon Repos, Garitsa Bay, the 14th century Old Venetian Fortress, now a UNESCO World Heritage Site. More sights include the Espianade Square once used as drilling grounds for Napoleon Bonaparte's soldiers, the Royal Palace of St. George and St. Michael, the Old Port crowded with traditional 'caiques,' the New Venetian Fortress and San Rocco square, the commercial center. Return to the port.

Please note: all the sites will be visited from outside during the sightseeing tour of Corfu.

FUNCHAL (Portugal)

When describing Funchal, the great Portuguese poet, playwright and author, Júlio Dinis wrote; “The sea on one side, the mountains on the other, and between these two majestic splendours, the city smiles like a child sleeping, safe and warm, between its parents”. We can’t think of a prettier and more inviting introduction to this beautiful Mediterranean haven.

FUN01WI - PICO DOS BARCELOS [image: image113.png]
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Duration: approx. 3.5 hours

This scenic tour begins with a 25-minute coach drive to the town of Pico dos Barcelos where we will stop to admire breathtaking views over the island of Madeira. We will continue to Monte and visit to “Nossa Senora da Monte” church. We will indulge in the fun local past-time of toboggan riding as we take ride in a wicker chariot through the streets ! The pace changes at Livramento point where we will visit an embroidery factory. During the tour you will have the chance to sample some of the local Madeira liqueurs. 

Please note: the toboggan station may be crowded and it may be necessary to wait and/or queue before getting in. This tour includes long coach transfers. Comfortable shoes and a coat are recommended. This tour is not available on Jan01, 2013.
FUN02WI - FAJAL 
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Duration: full day, lunch included

Starting out from the port of Funchal, the capital of the verdant island of Madeira, the tour first takes you to Terreiro de Luta, Poiso and Pico de Areeiro for breathtaking views of the surrounding landscape. The excursion continues with a visit to a local trout farm in Ribeiro Frio – which means cold river in Portuguese – and a scenic drive through sugar cane plantations up to Faial, a pretty village located along Madeira’s northern coastline. The tour then continues on to Machico, a historical fishing village, before heading for Portela in the north of the island near Porto da Cruz. An enjoyable wine-tasting session awaits you here, one of the certain highlights of the tour. There will also be time to relax over a delicious lunch. Your tour comes to an end with your return to the ship.

Please note: comfortable shoes and a coat are recommended. 

FUN03WI - EIRA DO SERRADO, MONTE & CABLE CAR 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

An approx. 30-minute coach drive brings you to the town of Eira do Serrado for a short stop to look around. Perched at a height of 1,026 metres above sea level, the place offers gorgeous views of the surrounding mountains and the village lying in Nun’s Valley below. Next up is the town of Monte, situated high in the hills, to visit the Catholic pilgrimage site of Nossa Senhora do Monte, a church with beautiful gardens full of the typical lush vegetation that thrives in Madeira’s exceptional microclimate. Be prepared for jaw-dropping views as you take the cable car down from Monte back to Funchal. This is a perfect opportunity to take photos and capture these special vistas for posterity. There will also be time to shop, visit a local embroidery factory and participate in a wine-tasting session.

Please note: comfortable shoes and a coat are recommended. 

FUN04WI - CABO GIRAO & RIBEIRA BRAVA 
[image: image126]
[image: image127]
[image: image128]
[image: image129]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image130]
Duration: approx. 4 hours

After first heading to the Pico da Torre vantage point for the panoramic view, the excursion then continues on up to Cabo Girão, which is the world’s second-highest cliff face. The outlook from the safety railings is out of this world and a great place from which to take photos, but is equally lovely from a little way back. After an opportunity to try the local speciality – a tasty local drink called poncha – and take in the scenery, the final leg on the tour begins with a 1-hour drive to Ribeira Brava. Situated on the southwest of Madeira, the pretty little town is a hive of street cafés and shops. It is believed the town’s name derived from the wild (Brava) river (Ribeira) that once flowed through the area. Your tour concludes with your return to Funchal and the ship.

Please note: comfortable shoes and a coat are recommended. 

FUN05WI - DISCOVERING FUNCHAL 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Your discovery tour of Funchal, the capital of Madeira, begins with a drive to the town of Monte and the mid-18th-century church of Nossa Senhora do Monte, a popular Catholic pilgrimage site, along with its beautiful gardens. Have your camera poised for the next leg: a ride on Madeira’s cable car service from Monte to the island’s Botanical Gardens. Though short, the ride promises spectacular views of Funchal bay and the River João Gomes in a laurel-forested area of outstanding natural beauty. The lush vegetation found in the Botanical Gardens, including both indigenous and other varieties, comprises more than 2,000 plants. A chance to enjoy the sights, sounds and aromas of the local produce market is next, after which the tour draws to a close with a visit to a nearby embroidery factory.

Please note: comfortable shoes and a coat are recommended. 

GENOA (Italy)

Cradled between land and sea and with a working port, Genoa, on the west coast of Italy displays its past through her many palaces and the surrounding ancient terraced hills. Genoa has many different faces; at once a modern metropolis and a rigorous custodian of artistic heritage, as well as an industrious marketplace with centuries-old parks perfect for relaxation.

GOA02TWI - AQUARIUM 
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Duration: approx. 3.5 hours

Take the family on this funny excursion to the popular Genoa Aquarium; a quick ferry transfer takes us to what is reputed to be one of Europe’s best aquariums, renowned for its size and vast variety of marine creatures. As one of the most natural and environmentally-friendly aquariums in the world everyone will enjoy the collections of multi-coloured tropical fish, sharks, natural corals, penguins and dolphins. After you will have a quick boat trip back to the ship.

Please note: this tour is available only to guests in transit in Genoa port and is not suitable for guests in a wheelchair as the ferry has no wheelchair access. No guided visit inside the Aquarium; pictures are allowed but without using flash.
GOA03TWI - HISTORICAL CENTRE 
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Duration: approx. 3.5 hours

A short ferry transfer takes you to “Piazza Caricamento” for a pleasant walk through Genoa’s historic town centre. We will wander the charming narrow streets known as “carruggi” to reach “Piazza dei Ferrari”, the commercial heart of Genoa, where we will admire “Palazzo Ducale” (external visit only). You will visit the “Cisterne del Ducale” where a light buffet made of “bruschetta” and “focaccia”, typical to Genoa, awaits you. Your tour will continue with external views of the Cathedral of San Lorenzo. Free time in the old port before returning to the port. 

Please note: this tour is available only to guests in transit in Genoa port and is not suitable for guests in a wheelchair as the ferry has no wheelchair access.

GOA04DWI - GENOA CITY TOUR 
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Duration: full day, lunch not included

This half day trip to Genoa makes a perfect ending to a wonderful holiday for disembarking guests making their way to the airport. Board your coach, stash your luggage and head for the heart of Genoa, the Piazza Caricamento, for a pleasant walk around Genoa’s historical town centre. The charming narrow streets of this lovely old town, which are known as “caruggi”, are a delight to explore on foot. You will also pass through the Piazza de Ferrari, Genoa’s commercial centre, to reach the truly resplendent Palazzo Ducale, once the home of the Doges of Genoa and now a centre for cultural events and art exhibitions, for an external visit. Your half day tour comes to a close with an additional 3-hour coach transfer to Malpensa airport.

Please note: this tour is available only to guests who are disembarking and booked on flights from Milan Malpensa airport after 18:30 hours.

HERAKLION (Krete)

Full of ancient lore and legend, the city of Heraklion on the Greek island of Crete is steeped in history. Crete holds a special place in Greek mythology and was an influential location in the evolution of Hellenic civilization. No trip to Heraklion is complete without visiting the ruins of the Minoan Palace of Knossos, believed to contain the original Labyrinth of the Minotaur and a staggering 3,700 years old.

IRK02WI - KNOSSOS PALACE AND SHOPPING 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

You don’t need to have an expert’s knowledge of Greek history or Cretan civilizations to appreciate the fabulous Minoan Palace of Knossos. More than just a collection of stones or ruins, the Palace structure is still visible and visitors can wander the maze of rooms. The Palace was reconstructed by a British archaeologist, Arthur Evans, who led the excavation of the site in the 1900s. Pictures on the walls help visitors gain a sense of the scale of the Palace – which was originally 20,000 square metres - and an idea of life here during the late Bronze Age. The Palace of Knossos is built on the ruins of a larger Neolithic settlement and of the supposed 1,300 rooms which made up the five-storey Palace, 800 are left today. After the visit we will drive to Heraklion for free time exploring and shopping.

Please note: guests in a foldable wheelchair can take part in the tour but wheelchair access is limited at the site.

IRK03WI - EXPLORING CRETE 
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Duration: approx 4.5 hours

Come and pay homage to Dionysus, the Greek god of wine-making and revelry ! Leave the port and drive southwards through ancient vineyards that have flourished here since the Minoan period, around 1,600 BC. Our first stop will be at a modern winery to see how wine is produced today and to taste the flavoursome, sherry-like Cretan wine. We will continue exploring the island, travelling through Crete’s picturesque villages before taking a break for photographs at Vathypetro. This Minoan country house and archaeological site is one of the oldest farmhouses in Crete. The tour continues through the island’s hilly countryside which is rich in olive groves and vineyards before arriving at the village of Archanes, just 10 km south of Knossos Palace. Enjoy free time in this lovely village which has been named the 2nd best-restored village in Europe and sample the local food and drink. We will take the scenic route back to the ship via the ruins of the Minoan Palace of Knossos. 

IRK05WI – FODELE VILLAGE & RETHYMNON TOWN 
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Duration: 5 hours

Leave the port and drive along the northern coastal road to the charming village of Fodele located in a pretty valley full of orange groves. The village is the birthplace of the famous painter El Greco who was born here in 1541. You can take a short walk through the village before continuing to Rethymnon. With its aristocratic XVI century buildings and fascinating mix of Byzantine and Hellenic-Roman remains, this town exudes a charming air of faded grandeur. Rethymnon is a mixture of Venetian and Turkish influences and is dominated by a Venetian fortress; you will have time to wander the narrow streets, admire the architecture and browse the local shops.

IRK06WI – THE MINOAN PALACE OF PHAESTOS 
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

This tour will take you through some of the most beautiful areas of Crete which are characterized by lush vineyards and ancient olive trees. We will drive across the Aghia Varvara Pass to the southern part of Crete to reach the traditional village of Aghia Varvara where we will stop for a short visit. Our next destination will be the Messara Plain where we will explore the Minoan Palace of Phaestos. The Palace, situated in a magnificent location overlooking the Messara Plain and Ida Mountains, is second in importance and size to the palace of Knossos. The Palace was excavated by the Italian archaeologist Frederico Halbherr at the beginning of the XX century. The earliest settlements on the site date from the Neolithic Period and small settlements from the early Minoan period were scattered over the hill where the Palace stood. Phaestos was the centre of southern Crete, with two harbours, Matala and Kommos. 

Please note: guests in a foldable wheelchair can take part in the tour but wheelchair access is limited at the sites.

IRK07WI – THE VILLAGES OF CRETE 
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Duration: 5 hours

Drive along the coastal road and through the spectacular ravine of Saint George to Kritsa. The whitewashed mountain village with its blue and green doors and shutters is famous for woven handicrafts and the Byzantine church of Panagia Kera which boasts 700-year old frescoes depicting Biblical stories. Continue along the northern coastal road to reach the typical Cretan coastal town of Aghios Nikolaos which has a small lagoon – Lake Voulismeni – in the centre of the town which, according to local legends, is bottomless. Walk along the lakeshore or explore the pretty streets and browse the shops selling typical souvenirs. Enjoy free time before returning to the port.

Please note: guests in a foldable wheelchair can take part in the tour but wheelchair access is limited at the sites.

KOTOR (Montenegro)

Kotor is an old Mediterranean port located on a stunning bay in Montenegro. The town is surrounded by well-preserved walls and features many landmarks which have helped earned Kotor a place on the UNESCO World Heritage Site list. Venice had control of Kotor from 1420 to 1797 and this Italian influence can be observed in Kotor’s architecture.
KTR01WI - KOTOR & PERAST 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

The excursion begins with a walking tour through the old town of Kotor, one of the best preserved medieval towns in this part of the Mediterranean. The asymmetric structure of the narrow streets and squares, combined with the many important medieval monuments helped secure Kotor’s position as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. We will visit the Maritime Museum and the Cathedral of St. Tripun before continuing to the elegant town of Perast which built its wealth on maritime trade; the city is the most significant example of Baroque architecture on the Montenegrin coast and has numerous examples of lavish palaces and houses. We will visit the Maritime Museum, St. Nicola Church and the church of Our Lady of Rock which is situated on a man-made island in the middle of the beautiful Boka Bay.

Please note: conservative attire is recommended for visiting places of religious importance.

KTR02WI - MONTENEGRO COASTAL TOUR 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

This excursion takes nature-lovers out into the wilds and countryside to admire rugged landscapes where mountains drop into the sea and to visit the lovely towns of Kotor and Budva. Archaeological findings have shown that, at more than 2500 years old, Budva is one of the oldest settlements on the Adriatic Coast. You will have free time in Budva to explore the old town at your leisure; admire the historic city walls and citadel or stroll the narrow streets, discovering churches, welcoming cafés and quality souvenir shops.

KTR03WI – NJEGUSI: THE ORIGIN OF MONTENEGRO  
[image: image168]
[image: image169]
[image: image170]
[image: image171]
Duration: approx. 5 hours

Take the bus from Kotor to the Njegusi settlement, an old Montenegrin village which originates from the most important dynasty in the history of Montenegro-Petrovic Njegos rule. Today it is renowned for its traditional production of Njeguski air-dried ham as well as cheese in oil. We will then take the road from Njegusi to Cetinje, the former capital of Montenegro and where Petrovic Castle, other important cultural and historic monuments of the region can be found. On the road from Cetinje to Budva the bus will stop at the panoramic view of the Montenegrin coast that takes in Sveti Stefan, Milocer and Budva.
KTR07WI – KOTOR & MONTENEGRO VILLAGES 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Leave the port and reach the old town of Kotor, one of the best preserved medieval towns in this part of the Mediterranean, to enjoy a pleasant walking tour. The asymmetric structure of the narrow streets and squares, combined with the many important medieval monuments helped secure Kotor’s position as a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Next, a 45-minute coach drive will take you to the village of Zabrdje, on Lustica Peninsula. On the way to the village you will have amazing views from this peninsula and of Orjen and Lovcen mountains. On your arrival at Stoikovic estate, you will be welcomed with a drink served by the host and his family. The Old mill occupies naturally the central part of the entire estate which offers breathtaking views over the landscape all around. You will enjoy a live performance of local music and we will sample a snack made of smoked ham, cheese an salad. A few hours to taste Montenegro folklore before returning to the port.
MALAGA (Spain)

Nestling between the mountains and the sea, Malaga, on Spain’s east coast, is the ‘capital’ of the Costa del Sol. This region has long been popular with holidaymakers who are drawn by the area’s fantastic beaches and made the Costa del Sol one of the most visited regions in Spain. But this town has more to offer than just seaside and sunshine – the pretty village of Marbella, the famous Alhambra in Granada and the Nerja Caves are all within easy reach.
MAL01WI - CITY TOUR 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Situated in the deep south of Spain on the Mediterranean coast, the city of Málaga is not just a popular tourist attraction for its sunny climate and beaches, it is also one of the world’s oldest cities and the birthplace of Pablo Picasso. Your half-day excursion begins with a guided tour through the main streets of the city, passing the Alameda Principal  – a grand boulevard flanked by lush trees  – on the way. A visit to the 16th-century Cathedral, one of the most important examples of Andalusian Renaissance architecture, as well as a look around the Gibralfaro fortress are equally on the tour itinerary. Your return to the port and your ship brings the tour to an end.
Please note: the visit to the Cathedral and the Gibralfaro fortress must be reconfirmed during your cruise. Conservative attire is recommended for visiting places of religious importance. During the call of December 25, 2012 the visit to the Cathedral and to Gibralfaro will be external. On Sunday calls the visit to the Cathedral will be external. 
MAL02WI - MIJAS 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Situated only a little way inland from the beautiful Costa del Sol coastline approx. 1 hour’s coach ride from Malaga lies Mijas, a pretty little Andalusian town with cobbled streets and typical white-washed buildings. Thanks to its elevated location at a height of 428 metres above sea level, the town’s Pueblo Mijas district is known for its views of the African coast, the Atlas mountains, the rock of Gibraltar and a generous portion of the Costa del Sol. There are many small independent stores mainly selling meticulously crafted artisan products, including attractive pottery and clothing. You will have some free time to enjoy Mijas on your own before heading back to Malaga and your ship.

Please note: shops will be closed on the call on December 25, 2012.
MAL05WI - MARBELLA & PUERTO BANUS 
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

Your half-day excursion to the seaside resort of Marbella – one of Spain’s most popular holiday destinations on the Costa del Sol and certainly one of the prettiest – begins with a scenic 1-hour coach ride from Málaga port. Marbella is ideally set, tucked away in between the Sierra Blanca mountains and the Mediterranean Sea. Your guide will show you around the key sights of the city, such as the 16th-/17th-century Iglesia de la Encarnación, a fabulous church built in late Gothic style that features an ornate golden altar. The next stop is the pretty marina at Puerto Banús, a suburb of Marbella. You will have some free time to have coffee (not included in the price of the tour), explore the resort and admire the beautiful yachts moored in the luxury marina before returning to the port and your ship.

Please note: external viewings only of the places visited. Shops will be closed on the call on December 25, 2012

MAL06WI - THE CAVES OF NERJA 
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

A 1-hour drive by coach from Málaga port will take you to the coastal town of Nerja, home to a famous network of caves that were re-discovered in modern times by a group of potholing friends in 1959. The caves were inhabited from approx. 25,000 B.C. to the Bronze Age, with cave paintings delivering lasting proof of human habitation. Considered to be one of the most beautiful complexes of its kind in Europe, the cave system is made up of various chambers with their characteristic stalagmites and stalactites, including the amazing Cataclysm Chamber – which houses a perpendicular central column that rises 32 metres into the air – and the so-called Hall of Nativity. You will also have some free time to enjoy the panoramic view from the “Balcony of Europe” before your tour concludes with your return to Málaga.

Please note: the visit to the caves involves walking up and down winding steps, stairs, narrow passages and on slippery ground. This tour is not foreseen for the call on December 25, 2012

MAL07WI - A TASTE OF ANDALUSIA 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Enjoy a guided tour of Málaga, Spain’s fifth-largest city, plus an inside viewing of Gibralfaro Castle, an imposing fortification built by the Caliph of Granada in the 14th century. Located on top of Mount Gibralfaro at 130 metres above sea level, the castle also delivers wonderful views of the surrounding scenery. Indeed, the name Gibralfaro is derived from a Phoenician word meaning “rock of light”. Next up is a visit to the La Malagueta bullring. A look around the arena and the museum will give you a real feel for this popular Spanish pastime. The Spanish folk theme continues with a trip to a dance studio for a flamenco show put on by a troupe of dancers. A snack will be served while you enjoy this performance of one of the country’s leading art forms.

Please note: as the viewing of Gibralfaro Castle involves climbing numerous steps, it is not suitable for guests with mobility problems or using a wheelchair. This tour is not foreseen for the call on December 25, 2012

MALTA

La Valletta is a city situated on the island of Malta, which lies 60 miles south of Sicily. A UNESCO World Heritage Site, here you'll find 7000 years of history living passionately in the present. You will span the millennia with an astonishing array of things to discover. Wherever you go, the island’s scenery and architecture provide a spectacular backdrop to your holiday here. 


MLT01WI - VALLETTA AND MDINA 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

This tour is a great opportunity to see Valletta, the capital of Malta, and its many historical buildings, some of which date as far back as the 16th century. A visit to the Upper Barrakka Gardens – Valletta’s most beautiful park that was created in 1775 – will give you a chance to soak up the enchanting panoramic view over the city’s Grand Harbour. Up next is the lovely St. John’s Cathedral, which dates back to the ancient Knights of Malta and is a real treasure trove. There are even some masterpieces by Caravaggio. From the country’s current capital, on to its former capital: the walled city of Mdina, which is also known as the “silent town”. Its main landmark is the Baroque-style St. Paul’s Cathedral, which you will pay a visit before taking a stroll through the narrow streets of this medieval city. Your tour ends with your return to the ship.

Please note: as the visit to Mdina is entirely on foot with long periods of walking, the tour is not recommended for guests with mobility problems. Taking photos with flash inside the Cathedrals is prohibited. Conservative attire is recommended for visiting places of religious importance.
MLT03WI – RABAT, MOSTA & MDINA 
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Duration: approx. 3.5 hours

Why settle for only one destination when you can visit three in only one tour: the Maltese towns of Mdina, Rabat and Mosta. Your tour begins with a trip to the ancient walled town of Mdina – the one-time capital of Malta. Due to its enclosing walls, the town is also dubbed the “silent town”. You will have a chance to amble through the town’s medieval streets and have a look at the old bastions. The tour then continues on to Rabat, a village near Mdina, with a stop at a crafts centre to purchase souvenirs on the way. The last stop of the tour is the centrally located town of Mosta, where you will visit the beautiful, domed Cathedral. The dome is considered to be an architectural feat and is the third largest unsupported structure of its kind in the world.

Please note: the visit to the craft centre may be replaced by a visit to a glass-blowing factory. The visit to Mdina is entirely on foot with walking on long distances so this tour is not recommended for guests with mobility problems. Cameras inside the Cathedral are prohibited. Conservative attire is recommended for visiting Mosta Cathedral.

MLT04WI - HARBOUR CRUISE & WINE TASTING TOUR 
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Duration: half day

To visit the island state of Malta, leave your ship and board a modern motorboat to embark on a relaxing sail along the scenic Maltese coastline, along the way passing by the lovely Cottonera area made up of Senglea, Cospicua and Vittoriosa, which are collectively known as The Three Cities. Nearly opposite Cottonera lies the Maltese capital, Valletta, whose harbour you will approach via the water route. The city has retained much of its architectural heritage and one of its most iconic sights is Valletta waterfront, a marvel of 18th-century Baroque architecture that has been extensively restored. Do take your camera to capture awe-inspiring views of the waterfront, while also enjoying a wine-tasting session at this unique location. Your tour comes to a close with your return boat trip to your ship.

Please note: the feasibility of the excursion is subject to wind / sea conditions on the day of call. 

MLT10WI  - THE NEOLITHIC TEMPLES & MARSAXLOKK BAY 
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Duration: approx. 3.5 hours

Leave the ship and board a coach for a short drive to the south-east of Malta and the island’s incredible megalithic temples, which were built between 5,000 B.C. and 700 B.C. and are on the list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites. The temples, some of which are naturally in a state of partial disrepair, are classed as the world’s oldest free-standing structures and even predate the Egyptian pyramids. The tour then continues on to the picturesque Marsaxlokk Bay, Malta’s second largest natural bay. Situated about 30 minutes south of Valletta, the village of Marsaxlokk is particularly known for its traditional brightly-coloured “luzzu” fishing boats. In keeping with the local sea-faring tradition, each boat has a pair of eyes painted on the bow – to help her navigate the seven seas.

MLT12WI – JEEP TOUR 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

This excursion takes you on a guided tour around the north of the island. You will stop at the Red Tower in Ghadira Bay, Mellieha, from where you can admire the view out over the islands of Gozo and Comino. Drive through the countryside and travel off road to Golden Sands Bay. Continue to Mtalheb, stopping for photos and to Mdina before returning to the ship.

Please note: participants must be at least 5 years of age, provided that they can be properly seated and wearing a seatbelt. The safari leader will provide you with information only in English during the trip. Comfortable shoes and casual clothing are recommended. The tour is not suitable for guests with mobility problems.
MLT14WI – DOLPHIN EXPERIENCE  
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Travelling with children? Look no further than our dolphin day, ideal older for kids and nature lovers alike. Leave the pier heading for the Marine Park where we will have a short talk on dolphin behaviours and learn how to interact with these gentle mammals. We will then proceed to the dolphin pool where you will meet and play with trained bottlenose dolphins for about 20 minutes. Free time in the Marine Park before returning to the vessel.  

Please note: guests must be good swimmers and in good physical condition in order to participate in this tour. Participants must be at least 8 years of age. Do not forget your towel and wear your swimsuit. Wheelchair-bound guests can participate in this tour but cannot swim with dolphins. The feasibility of the excursion is subject to weather conditions on the day of call. 

MARSEILLES (France)

France’s second largest city and the capital of the Provence- Côte d'Azur region, the cosmopolitan city of Marseilles lies on the southeast coast of France. Come ashore at Marseilles and you will be well-situated to reach the other lovely towns along the French coast, including Aix-en-Provence and Avignon – you’ll be spoilt for choice!

MRS02WI - AIX-EN-PROVENCE 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

We will leave Marseille port for a 40-minute drive to the lovely town of Aix-en-Provence. The excursion starts with a visit to the famous XII century St. Saviour’s Cathedral and gardens. The Cathedral was built on the site of a Roman Temple and dates from a period that spans the XI and XIII centuries. Fronted by a richly decorated Gothic-style portal with elaborately carved doors, the Cathedral is flanked on the north by an unfinished tower. Enjoy a pleasant walk (1,5 hours) through the historic town centre before reaching the famous Mazarino Quarter, a residential district created by Cardinal Mazarin’s brother in the last half of the XVII century for the gentry of Aix en Provence. Free time before returning to the port.

Please note: this tour includes long periods of walking on uneven ground and is not recommended for guests with mobility problems. 
MRS06WI - MARSEILLES CITY TOUR 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Join us on a visit around this important maritime town. We will begin at the Cathedral of Notre Dame de la Garde which stands majestically on top of a hill. The Cathedral is made up of a lower and an upper church and was built on the site of an ancient chapel. Continue along the “Corniche” (coast road) where we will admire Borely Castle and garden (no inside visit). The excursion includes sightseeing in the centre of Marseilles and photos at Longchamps Palace before enjoying some free time in the “Vieux Port” (old port).

Please note: this tour is not suitable for guests with mobility problems or in a wheelchair due to many steps and uphill path around the Cathedral. 
MRS07WI - AVIGNON AND MARSEILLES 
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Duration: full day, lunch not included

Our starting point for this day-long tour begins in Marseilles, as the Cathedral of Notre Dame de la Garde. This Neo-Byzantine church stands on top of a hill and was designed by the French architect Esperandiu between 1853 and 1864. The site was formerly a XIII century chapel dedicated to Our Lady of the Guard and features several votive offerings from safely returned sailors. Stop for an inside visit before continuing on a 1.5-hour coach ride to the medieval city of Avignon. Here we will visit the Palace of the Popes, an ancient fortress rich in galleries and chapels. The frescoes and hand-painted tapestries in the Popes’ bedrooms and private rooms bear witness to the former opulence of this residence. Make the most of your free time to stroll around and have lunch (non-inclusive) in one of the typical French brasserie-restaurants. Return to Marseilles for embarkation.

Please note: walking on uneven ground and steps. This tour is not suitable for guests with mobility problems or in a wheelchair due to many steps and uphill path around the Cathedral in Marseilles. 

MARMARIS (Turkey)

Perhaps the country’s most sophisticated port, Marmaris is one of Turkey’s key holiday destinations. If you are seeking a great combination of sunshine, sights and shopping, come ashore at this former fishing village for a relaxing day of sightseeing and scenic adventure.
MMS01WI – DALYAN & KAUNOS [image: image231.png]
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Duration: full day, lunch included

Leaving the port of Marmaris, a picturesque drive of approximately 1.5 hours brings us to Dalyan (which means “fishing-weir” in Turkish), a small, beautiful village situated at the delta of the Köyceğiz Lake. Here you can explore a maze of waterways in specially adapted motorboats, which are sheltered in case of rainfall. High above the river’s sheer cliffs are the weathered façades of Lycian tombs cut from rock, circa 400 BC. The largest of the tombs was originally built for King Dionysus, the fabled monarch ; the relatively small tombs that surround King Dionysus’s resting place were intended for the noble and rich of the time, while the small pits carved in the cliff were for ordinary people and slaves. Close by are the ruins of the ancient trading city of Kaunos, which is reached with a 15-minute trip by motorboat. This once vibrant ancient city was named after Prince Kaunos, the son of King Miletos. Today, you can see the outlines of buildings that include a theatre, a large rectangular building that may have been a temple, a Byzantine church, and more rock-hewn tombs. Finally we return to Dalyan for shopping opportunities in exclusive carpet and/or jewellery stores, which offer stunning examples of local craftsmanship. Lunch included

Please note: this tour is not suitable for elderly people or guests with mobility problems or in a wheelchair. Comfortable shoes are recommended.

MMS02WI - MARMARIS SIGHTSEEING & SURROUNDINGS [image: image237.png]
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Discover the holiday resort and port town of Marmaris and spend some time enjoying all that it has to offer. You can get your bearings early on in the tour at a hill-top viewpoint with a stunning panoramic view of Marmaris. We will continue with a short drive to Icmeler, just 8km away, another coastal resort and characterised by smart summer houses and hotels. A sightseeing tour of Marmaris precedes a visit to Marmaris Museum of Archaeology and Ethnography to view the private collection of antique and historic items, which include traditional clothing, embroidery, rugs and treasure boxes. The final stage of the excursion includes time in a specialist store for shopping, combined with a visit to Marmaris Castle. The Castle dates back to 1522 and was built at the request of the renowned Ottoman Kanuni Sultan Suleyman.

Please note: this tour is not suitable for elderly people or guests with mobility problems or in a wheelchair. Comfortable shoes are recommended. No flash is allowed during the visit to the Museum of Archaeology.

MMS03WI - PANORAMIC & JEEP TOUR [image: image243.png]
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Admire the panoramic coastal scenery during this fun excursion around the resort town of Icmeler and inland to Osmaniye. We will have time to briefly take photos at a panoramic viewpoint where your guide will point out the key sights. The excursion continues with a drive through the beautiful Palamaut Mountains where, at the village of Bayir we will sample local tea and traditional sweets. Continue on to Orhaniye Hill for another chance to take photos before travelling to Hisaronu for a fun jeep safari.  

Please note: tour guides only in German and English. This tour is not suitable for guests in a wheelchair or for pregnant women. We recommend wearing comfortable shoes. Due to the itinerary of the tour it is possible to get dirty or wet.

MESSINA (Italy)

Messina is a pleasant town located to the northeast of the island of Sicily. Located on the Messina Straits and with a large natural harbour, Messina is one of the busiest ports in the Mediterranean. Enjoy an excursion here or travel inland to the slopes of Mount Etna or pay a pilgrimage to the mysterious Black Madonna in Tindari.

MES01WI - TAORMINA 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

After leaving the port, a bus transfer will take you to Taormina, one of the jewels of Sicily. A pleasant walk takes you to the renowned ancient Greco-Roman theatre, first built by the Greeks before being re-built by the Romans. Enjoy the wonderful view before continuing to Corvaia Palace (external visit); an historic XV century building that formerly housed the Sicilian Parliament. We will also admire the small Roman theatre or “Odeon” (external visit) of Taormina and the St. Nicholas Cathedral. Free time for shopping. 

MES02WI - ETNA 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Departing from the port of Messina, an approx. 1.5-hour coach ride will take you to Mount Etna, Europe’s highest volcano reaching almost 3,300 m above sea level, on a route that will also pass through Zafferana Etnea, a town situated on the volcano’s southern flank that affords lovely views of the mountain and the sea. Once at the Rifugio Sapienza cable car station, which was buried twice in the course of eruptions over the years, at an elevation of 1,900 metres, you will then be taken to visit the famous Silvestri craters amid an otherworldly lava landscape of outstanding natural beauty. Breathtaking views of the city of Catania below also present themselves to visitors, a perfect vista for a snapshot. Your adventurous volcano tour comes to a close with your return to the port and your ship.

Please note: this tour is not suitable for guests with mobility problems. In case of bad weather conditions the program of the tour will have an alternative routing that will be reconfirmed onboard. It is advisable to wear a wind cheater and comfortable shoes. 

MES03WI - TINDARI & THE SANCTUARY OF BLACK MADONNA 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

An enjoyable 1-hour coach transfer from Messina begins this tour to Tindari, a small coastal town of Greek origin that is rich in art and history. It is particularly known for the Sanctuary of the Black Madonna, a site you will visit to view the statue of the Madonna. A romantic local legend has it that Tindari’s lagoon was created after a woman accidentally dropped her baby into the ocean upon being startled by the black colour of the statue, whereupon the Madonna is said to have made the land rise to save the child. A visit to a Greek archaeological site is next, with a chance to step back in time and get a unique insight into early Grecian life. There will be time for you do some shopping in Tindari before you return to Messina and your ship.

Please note: there might be restrictions in shooting videos or taking pictures inside the Sanctuary. A conservative attire is recommended when visiting religious sites.

MES05WI – CITY TOUR 
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Duration: approx. 3.5 hours

Messina was founded in 730 B.C. by the Greek, Zancle; the city was systematically destroyed by earthquakes, in particular by the eruptions of 1783 and 1908. Our tour departs by bus from the port to reach Ganzirri, a small fishing village situated near the Pantano Grande and Pantano Piccolo lakes, which are rich in marine nutrients. You will continue to Capo Peloro, the nearest point to the coast of Calabria. Enjoy a panoramic tour of Messina, admiring Piazza Cairoli, the Court House, the University and the Cristo Re Church which dominates Messina’s harbour and the strait. We will stop for photos before continuing our tour past the San Francesco Church, the Government Hall, the Fountain of Neptune and the main street, “Viale della Libertá”. Visit the Cathedral and the Cathedral Treasure to admire the famous Golden Mantle (Manta d’Oro), a special cloth that covers the picture of the Madonna and Child and which is studded with precious stones.

Please note: there might be restrictions in shooting videos or taking pictures inside the Cathedral. A conservative attire is recommended when visiting religious sites.

MES08WI – JEEP ADVENTURE 
[image: image263]
[image: image264]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image265]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image266]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image267]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image268]
Duration: approx. 4 hours

Thanks to its strategic coastal location near Mount Peloritani, the Sicilian city and region of Messina boasts a rich heritage of 19th-century forts and old military roads that were once used to defend Sicily and the Strait of Messina. This tour gives you a chance to explore the beautiful landscape, folk traditions, historical roads and strongholds in the comfort of a modern off-road vehicle. The first stop is Puntal Ferraro, a 19th-century fort that is now run as a wildlife recovery centre with exhibition rooms and extensive grounds in which wild deer roam. A little further along the road lies Forte Campone, where a short stop will be made, after which you will head for the Dinnamare vantage point. Typical Sicilian pastries and fortified wine will be served while you enjoy the view of the Tyrrhenian and Ionian Seas.

Please note: participants must be at least 8 years of age, provided that they can be properly seated and wearing a seatbelt. The safari leader will provide you with information only in English during the trip. Comfortable shoes and casual clothing are recommended. The tour is not recommended for people with mobility problems. 
PALERMO (Italy)

Palermo is the capital of Sicily, a renowned vacation destination thanks to its great beauty and historic significance. Thanks to its eclectic past, Palermo offers an intriguing mix of cultures. Many ancient monuments still exist today, lending the city a unique appearance.

PMO02WI - PALERMO AND MONREALE 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

A coach tour will take you past the key sights, although we will stop for a full visit of the Cathedral, built in an unusual marriage of Norman and Arab architectural styles and which houses the tombs of different Norman kings and Emperor Frederick II. Another religious site of note is the “Casa Professa”, one of the most important baroque churches in Palermo. Discover the area around Palermo on a bus tour to Monreale, just 8 km away; enjoy a walking tour around the town and visit the Cathedral, home to an exquisite display of golden mosaics depicting scenes from the Old and New Testament. Free time to shop in Monreale before returning to the ship. 

Please note: you have to walk up some steps to visit the Cathedral in Monreale. The guide will give explanations only outside the sites; guests will visit them individually. There might be restrictions to shoot videos inside the churches. A conservative attire is recommended when visiting religious sites.

PMO04WI - CEFALU’ 
[image: image274]
[image: image275] SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



[image: image277]
Duration: approx. 5 hours

Enjoy a 1-hour coach drive to Cefalù, a small yet pretty town situated one hour away from Palermo and which was founded by the Norman King Roger II in the XII century on the site of an earlier historic settlement. We will visit Cefalù Cathedral, the “Duomo del Cristo Pantocratore”, an example of Norman-Romaneque architecture with stunning interior Norman-Byzantine mosaics. Free time to walk around the narrow, atmospheric streets; look out for the intriguing public wash houses, a legacy of medieval times and which are carved into the rock. Quality local craft shops make Cefalù a great place for souvenir shopping.

Please note: this tour includes walking on uneven ground and is not suitable for guests with mobility problems. There might be restrictions to shoot videos inside the church. A conservative attire is recommended when visiting religious sites.

PMO06WI – PALERMO & THE PALATINE CHAPEL 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Join us as tour through the streets and square of this bustling Sicilian town. Stop at one of Palermo’s key monuments: the Palatine Chapel. The Chapel was commissioned by Roger II of Sicily in 1132 and took eight years to complete. Upon entering the site one is struck by the elegance and the luminosity of the breathtaking mosaics which cover the ceiling and the dome. We will see more of Palermo’s architectural gems, including the Norman Palace (exterior only) and the Cathedral (exterior only). Do not miss the opportunity to look around the wonderful “Capo” Market, Palermo’s largest produce and fish market. We will end our tour via the “Teatro Massimo” (exterior only) before returning to the port.

Please note: this tour is not recommended for guests with mobility problems. There might be restrictions to shoot videos inside the churches.
PMO07WI – SANTA ROSALIA’S GROTTO & MONDELLO 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Leave the port for Monte Pellegrino where, set into a local cave, stands the shrine of Santa Rosalia, which was founded in 1625; in the nearby caves, the bones of the Saint were supposedly discovered and are now venerated as religious relics. We will then head to Mondello, a former fishing village and today a top tourist destination. Enjoy some free time strolling around this pleasant village. We will have time for a short sightseeing tour of Palermo before returning to the port.

Please note: this tour included some walking on slippery and uneven ground. The Sanctuary has no ramp access for wheelchairs. There might be restrictions to shoot videos inside the church. A conservative attire is recommended when visiting religious sites.

PIRAEUS (Greece)

Piraeus is the port which serves Athens, the capital of Greece, and here you can admire the famous historic sights such as the Acropolis and the Parthenon, some of the most famous classical monuments in the world.  As you lose yourself in history, you can immerse yourself in the modern-day pleasures of Athens itself, such as the street markets, vine-covered taverns and souvenir stalls.
PIR02WI - PLAKA, ACROPOLIS & ARCHAEOLOGICAL MUSEUM 
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Duration: approx. 6 hours

Every touristic itinerary to Athens must include a visit to the Acropolis, the rocky hill that rises 80 metres above the city, in the Attica basin. The symbol of Athens is the Parthenon which evolved from a church to a mosque; you can discover the sights of Athens during our coach-based city sightseeing tour. We will have time to visit the National Archaeological Museum, one of the largest and most important museums of ancient Greek art. Explore the historic district of Athens, Plaka, which is a picturesque area designed in Neoclassical style. Return to the ship. 

Please note: the tour includes a long, sometimes challenging walk on even uneven ground so not recommended for guests with mobility problems. 
PIR04WI - ATHENS & ACROPOLIS 
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

Take some time off the ship and head for Athens for a comprehensive sightseeing tour through the main streets and squares of a city steeped in classical history. Not only is Athens widely regarded as the cradle of western civilisation and the birthplace of modern democracy, it is also a cornucopia of visual delights you will not want to miss. After the city tour, you will continue on to Athens’ premiere landmark: the imposing Acropolis, a plateau that overlooks the town at a height of 150 metres. Among various other examples of classical Grecian architecture, the site is home to the world-famous Parthenon, a huge temple dedicated to the ancient Greek goddess, Athena, and one of the world’s greatest cultural monuments. A brief stop will be made for some souvenir shopping before the tour concludes with your return to the ship.
Please note: the tour includes long walk with some uneven ground so is not recommended for guests with mobility problems or in a wheelchair.

PIR08WI – PANORAMIC TOUR OF ATHENS 
[image: image292]
[image: image293]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image294]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 
[image: image295]
Duration: 3.5 hours

This excursion is ideal for those unable to climb the steps to the Acropolis but who wish to gain an overall impression of Greece’s capital city. We will meet our guide at the port and board the bus for an excursion that covers the key attractions. As we drive from Piraeus to Athens, our guide will point out the main ancient and modern sites including Hadrian’s arch, the statue of Lord Byron, the Temple of Olympian Zeus, Constitution Square and the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. Our tour will continue past the National Gardens, the Panathinion Stadium, the Academy, the University and the National Library. You will be able to see the Acropolis from a distance and we will break to take photographs before proceeding to Plaka where you will have free time. 

Please note: exterior visits only of the sites.

PIR09WI – A VOYAGE TO ANCIENT GREECE  
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Duration: 5.5 hours

Meet your guide at the port and board the bus for a sightseeing tour through the main streets and squares of this historically important city. After reaching Athens city centre, we will arrive at the famous Acropolis which towers imposingly 80 metres above the city; for thousands of years the Acropolis has been symbol of Athens and our tour will enable you to view the other masterpieces from Greece’s “Golden Age”. Prepare yourself to climb to the top of the Acropolis Hill (150 steps) to view the Erectheum, the Temple of Wingless Victory and the symbol of the Greek nation: the Parthenon. The temple is dedicated to the patron goddess of Athens, Athena, and is the largest and most impressive temple of all Greece. We will continue the tour through the Acropolis pedestrian zone to the recently refurbished new Acropolis Museum. Here we will enjoy a full 1.5 hours in the museum, where you can admire the statues, sculptures and marbles of the Parthenon with time for souvenir shopping before returning to the ship. 

Please note: the tour includes a long walk on uneven ground and is not recommended for guests with mobility problems. 
TENERIFE (Canary Islands, Spain)

Located just off the west coast of Africa, Tenerife is the largest Island in the Canary archipelago. The island’s name literally means white (Ife) mountain (Tene), and refers to the eternal snows on top of the El Teide volcano. From its warm weather and white beaches to vibrant art galleries and museums, Tenerife has a wide variety of attractions that showcase the Spanish culture that has been prevalent here since the late 1400s.

TEN01WI - LAS CAÑADES DEL TEIDE  
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Duration: full day, lunch included

A scenic drive in a comfortable coach first takes you from the port and inland through the lushly forested area known as La Esperanza to reach El Portillo, the natural gateway to the circular Las Cañadas mountain range. This is also where the volcanic Mount Teide is located, whose summit reaches a dizzying height of 3,781 metres above sea level. Your tour then continues on to the rock of Mirador, known also as el Dedo de Dios, which translates as “The Finger of God”. A brief photo stop will be made at this incredible geological formation. To ensure your full enjoyment, time will also be taken for a leisurely lunch. Your tour concludes with your return to the port and your ship, with further breathtaking views of the lovely island of Tenerife to enjoy on the way.

Please note: this tour is not suitable for guests with mobility problems or in a wheelchair
TEN02WI – PUERTO DE LA CRUZ 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Tenerife, the largest island of the Canary Archipelago, is located off the west coast of Africa. This tour takes you to Puerto de la Cruz, the main tourist centre of the island and heaven for all those who love to shop! Paradise of a different kind is found in the magnificent botanic gardens which we will visit later on in the tour to admire the variety of tropical plants.

TEN03WI – A TASTE OF TENERIFE 
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Duration: approx. 5 hours

After leaving the port we will drive to San Andrés, a typical fishing village. We will stop at “Las Teresitas” beach before continuing our tour to “El Baladeiro”, the highest point on the island, with breathtaking views of the valley. We will then drive down towards the valley to reach the village of Taganana, famous for its vineyards and goat’s milk products. Taste some of the local cheeses and wines before continuing to “La Laguna”, ancient Spanish capital.

Please note: this tour is not suitable for passengers with mobility problems.

TEN04WI – JEEP ADVENTURE 
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Duration: approx. 5 hours

If you are a traveller with adventurous spirit you will love this jeep excursion to the remote parts of the island. Hop in the jeeps and trek through the lush vegetation of Tenerife with time to take some great pictures along the way.

Please note: this tour is not suitable for passengers with mobility problems. The jeep driver will give brief information in Spanish or English only.

TEN05WI – LORO PARQUE  
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

Board a coach and enjoy a drive through the lush vegetation of Tenerife’s beautiful and rugged landscape to the Loro Parque, or parrot park in English. Situated on the outskirts of Puerto de la Cruz, it counts as one of the most important wildlife parks in Europe. Originally opened in 1972 with the aim of being a parrot paradise, it has since grown not just in area, but also in the wide variety of species it supports. Apart from officially boasting “the most diverse collection of parrots in the world”, the park is also home to primates, jaguars and tigers, reptiles, exotic fish and sea horses as well as sea lions and dolphins, to name but a few. You will have sufficient time to explore the park on your own or with your family and enjoy its attractions, such as the popular sea lion and dolphin shows.
TUNIS (Tunisia)

African and Arabic hospitality await you in exotic Tunis, the capital of Tunisia. Tunis consists of three cities: the modern Capital City, with its wide streets, skyscrapers and busy sidewalk cafes, the Arabic Medina (old town) from the Middle Ages, an exciting labyrinth laden with secrets, narrow alleyways, small shops, huge mosques and palaces and finally Carthage, the ancient Phoenician - Roman city, which lies 18 km from the city.
TUN01WI - HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL TOUR 
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Duration: approx. 4 hours 15 minutes

After boarding your coach and leaving the port of Tunis, known as La Goulette, you will head for the nearby archaeological ruins of ancient Carthage, a city from the 6th century B.C. that was once the base of a powerful trading empire. Its most famous citizen was Hannibal, the general who crossed the Alps to do battle with the Romans. You will have a chance to visit the baths of Antonius and a small local museum located on Byrsa hill at the Carthage site. The next stop on the tour is at Sidi Bou Said, a typical fishing village with characteristic white and blue houses that was founded by Andalusian Arabs. The village is perfect for a gentle stroll through its pretty streets and you will have some free time to explore on your own before returning to the port.

Please note: the museum visit in Sidi Bou Said is optional and not included in the price; guests must pay the entrance fee if they wish to visit. A fee is requested to take pictures or shoot videos at the sites. 

TUN02WI - SHOPPING TOUR 
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

This enjoyable shopping tour begins with a short coach ride from the port to the old medina quarter, which is a UNESCO world heritage site and boasts some 700 monuments, including historical palaces, mosques, mausoleums and fountains. It is also where spectacular architectural beauty meets a shopper’s delight: the typical and traditional market with hundreds of stalls selling a huge variety of local produce. After the medina, you will continue on to the little fishing village of Sidi Bou Said, which was founded by Andalusian Arabs and is known particularly for the consistent white-and-blue colour scheme of the houses all throughout the town. You will have time to soak up the special charm of the village on your own before beginning your return trip to the port.

Please note: the museum visit in Sidi Bou Said is optional and not included in the price; guests have to pay the entrance fee. The shopping trip in Tunis is with a guide. 
TUN05WI – CARTHAGE & MEDINA 
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

The ancient city of Carthage, which today forms a suburb of Tunis, dates back nearly 3,000 years and was built on a promontory overlooking the sea, which favourable position facilitated the key role that Carthage played in maritime trade. Upon leaving the port, a brief coach transfer will take you to the ancient site, which was added to the list of UNESCO World Heritage Sites in 1979. The tour includes a visit to the Punic Tophet, a spine-tingling open-air memorial to deceased infants from this early Phoenician period, before then continuing on to the Antonin Baths, the ruins of the largest Roman bath complex outside Rome itself. Next up is a spot of shopping in the Medina, the typical Arab market in Tunis. Your guide will point out the different types of goods and spices as you make your way through the narrow streets of the market. Your tour concludes with your return to the port and your ship.

Please note : the shopping trip in Tunis is with a  guide. This tour also involves walking on uneven ground. A fee is requested to take pictures or shoot videos at the sites. 

TUN10WI – HISTORY & COLOURS OF TUNIS 
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

We will leave the port of La Goulette and head to the superb Bardo Museum, a former 13th century palace famous for its outstanding collection of mosaics and major findings from Carthage. The Bardo is akin to the Louvre in its extensive and impressive collection of exhibits. We will enjoy a guided tour of some of the rooms to admire the most significant displays, including the exquisite Virgil Room, which houses a spectacular 3rd century mosaic from Sousse. Our next stop will be Sidi Bou Said, a typical fishing village famed for its picturesque blue and white houses. Enjoy some free time here before returning to the port.

Please note: the museum visit in Sidi Bou Said is optional and not included in the price; guests must pay the entrance fee if they wish to visit. Note also that parts of the Bardo Museum are currently undergoing restoration, so not all rooms can be visited. A fee is requested to take pictures or shoot videos at Bardo Museum.

TUN11WI – EXPLORING THE COLORFUL SOUKS OF TUNIS 
[image: image335]
[image: image336]
[image: image337]

 SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 

[image: image338] SHAPE  \* MERGEFORMAT 



Duration: approx. 4 hours

Your excursion will begin with a short panoramic bus tour of Tunis’ modern district, which offers a great introduction to this fascinating North African city. We will then head to the colourful world of the Medina (market); accompanied by a guide, you can stroll the streets of this lively district for some shopping, Arabian style. You can soak up the sights and sounds of this souk as you admire the many handicraft stalls and inhale the fragrant scent of spices. We will stop at a traditional carpet shop to learn about the history and traditions of the Berber people, who are famed for their production of quality Tunisian carpets and rugs. Our tour concludes with a café stop to sample local pastries and coffee whilst enjoying a display of Tunisian folk dance.

TUN14WI – GRAND TOUR OF TUNIS 
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Duration: full day, lunch included

Enjoy a day out to discover the beauty of Tunis. A short coach ride from the port will take you to the old medina quarter, which is a UNESCO world heritage site and boasts some 700 monuments, including historical palaces, mosques, mausoleums and fountains. It is also where spectacular architectural beauty meets a shopper’s delight: the typical and traditional market with hundreds of stalls selling a huge variety of local produce. After the medina, you will head to the superb Bardo Museum, a former 13th century palace famous for its outstanding collection of mosaics and major findings from Carthage. The Bardo is akin to the Louvre in its extensive and impressive collection of exhibits. You will enjoy a guided tour of some of the rooms to admire the most significant displays, including the exquisite Virgil Room, which houses a spectacular 3rd century mosaic from Sousse. Time for a break to taste a delicious lunch before continuing to archaeological site of Carthage, a city from the 6th century B.C. that was once the base of a powerful trading empire. Its most famous citizen was Hannibal, the general who crossed the Alps to do battle with the Romans. You will have a chance to visit the baths of Antonius and a small local museum located on Byrsa hill at the Carthage site. After the visit, you will continue on to the little fishing village of Sidi Bou Said, which was founded by Andalusian Arabs and is known particularly for the consistent white-and-blue colour scheme of the houses all throughout the town. You will have time to soak up the special charm of the village on your own before beginning your return trip to the port.

Please note: the museum visit in Sidi Bou Said is optional and not included in the price; guests must pay the entrance fee if they wish to visit. Note also that parts of the Bardo Museum are currently undergoing restoration, so not all rooms can be visited. The shopping trip in Tunis is with a guide. A fee is requested to take pictures or shoot videos at the sites. 

TUN15WI – KAIROUAN 
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Duration: full day, lunch included

A 2-hour coach drive will take you to the UNESCO World Heritage Site of Kairouan, founded by the Arabs around 670. Your first stop will be at the Grand Mosque od Sidi-Uqba with its 414 marble columns, nearly all take from the ruins of Carthage. The Mosque is considered as one of the most important monuments of Islamic civilizations and an architectural masterpiece. Next you will visit the Mosque of the Barber, a veneration place for Abu Zama’ al-Balaui, a companion of the prophet Muhammad. Before lunch you will visit the large water reservoirs called “Aghlabidi” and the typical souk. Lunch will be served in a renowned hotel before continuing to Port El Kantaoui, a white and blue Tunisian style village. Free time to stroll around before returning to Tunis.
Please note: a fee is requested to take pictures or shoot videos at the sites. 

VENICE (Italy)

Venice - “You desire to embrace it, to caress it, to possess it; and finally a soft sense of possession grows up and your visit becomes a perpetual love affair” (Henry James). Many people fall in love with Venice; the canals, bridges, palaces, churches and colourful, narrow streets have a unique charm and cast their spell on all who visit here.

VCE03WI – TRANSFER TO ST. MARK’S SQUARE [image: image351.png]


[image: image352.png]


[image: image353.png]



Duration: approx. 5 hours 

After disembarking from the ship, you can drop your luggage at the left luggage facility outside Maritime Station and board a boat for a trip along the waterways to the famous St. Mark’s Square, the city’s social, religious and political centre. You will have some free time to explore the beautiful Piazza and the co-located St. Mark’s Basilica, a magnificent example of Byzantine architecture, and the adjacent Doge’s Palace. Or stroll around the exquisite Venetian streets, or calli as they are properly known, to fully experience the special charm of the city. On returning to the port and collecting your luggage, your tour will be brought to a close with your transfer to Venice Marco Polo airport.

Please Note: this tour ends at Venice airport and is available only for disembarking guests with flights departing after 17.30

VCE05TWI – GONDOLA TOUR & GUIDED WALKING TOUR [image: image354.png]
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

No visit to the romantic city of Venice could ever be considered complete if it failed to include a trip on a typical Venetian gondola, rowed by a traditional gondolier. To acquire a licence to practise this old and venerable profession, a would-be gondolier must prove to have expert navigational skills, know the waterways inside out and be familiar with the city’s history and landmarks. As you make your way from canal to canal, you can admire the beautiful bridges, the magnificent royal palaces and the typical narrow Venetian streets, called calli, from a unique perspective. The excursion includes free time in St. Mark's Square, home also of St. Mark’s Cathedral, before a local guide takes you on an informative and comprehensive walk around the calli. The tour draws to a close with your return to your ship at the port.

Please Note: No guide service during the 30-minute gondola trip. This tour is available only for guests in transit in Venice port. 
VCE05DWI – GONDOLA TOUR & GUIDED WALKING TOUR [image: image356.png]
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

No visit to the romantic city of Venice could ever be considered complete if it failed to include a trip on a typical Venetian gondola, rowed by a traditional gondolier. As you make your way from canal to canal, you can admire the beautiful bridges, the magnificent royal palaces and the typical narrow Venetian streets, called calli, from a unique perspective. The excursion includes free time in St. Mark's Square, home also of St. Mark’s Cathedral, after an informative and comprehensive walk around the calli with a local guide brings your tour to an enjoyable close. On returning to the port and collecting your luggage, your tour will be brought to a close with your transfer to Venice Marco Polo airport.

Please Note: No guide service during the 30-minute gondola trip. This tour is available only for disembarking guests with flights departing after 17.30. 

VCE08TWI – ROMANCE & CULTURE: GONDOLA EXPERIENCE, GUIDED WALKING TOUR & TOP MUSEUMS [image: image358.png]
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

A gondola ride is a great way to explore the romantic city of Venice. As you travel from canal to canal, a breathtaking vista of bridges, palaces and narrow streets, known as calli, unfolds before your eyes. The tour includes a little free time in St. Mark's Square, before which a local guide will take you on an informative walk around the calli. A special museum ticket will then fast-track you into the museum of your preference. Choose from the Doge’s Palace, the Correr Museum, the Archaeological Museum or the Biblioteca Marciana, to name but a few. Your tour ends with your return to the port.

Please Note: No guide service during the 30-minute gondola trip. This tour is available only for guests in transit in Venice port. 

VCE08DWI – ROMANCE & CULTURE: GONDOLA EXPERIENCE, GUIDED WALKING TOUR & TOP MUSEUMS [image: image361.png]
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

A gondola ride is a great way to explore the romantic city of Venice. As you travel from canal to canal, a breathtaking vista of bridges, palaces and narrow streets, known as calli, unfolds before your eyes. The tour includes a little free time in St. Mark's Square, before which a local guide will take you on an informative walk around the calli. A special museum ticket will then fast-track you into the museum of your preference. Choose from the Doge’s Palace, the Correr Museum, the Archaeological Museum or the Biblioteca Marciana, to name but a few. On returning to the port and collecting your luggage, your tour will be brought to a close with your transfer to Venice Marco Polo airport.

Please Note: No guide service during the 30-minute gondola trip. This tour is available only for disembarking guests with flights departing after 17.30.

VCE09TWI – GONDOLA TOUR & ST. MARK’S SQUARE [image: image364.png]
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

What could be more Venetian than a gondola trip down the famous waterways, rowed by a traditional gondolier? This tour gives you an opportunity to discover the charm and beauty of the city’s many bridges, ornate palaces and narrow streets, known as calli, from a unique canal perspective. The excursion also includes some free time to spend in St. Mark's Square, an ideal spot to sip coffee and watch the world go by or perhaps marvel at the resplendent St. Mark’s Cathedral and Doge’s Palace, which are co-located. Your tour end with your return to the port.

Please Note: No guide service during the 30-minute gondola trip. This tour is available only for guests in transit in Venice port. 

VCE09DWI – GONDOLA TOUR & ST. MARK’S SQUARE [image: image367.png]
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

What could be more Venetian than a gondola trip down the famous waterways, rowed by a traditional gondolier? This tour gives you an opportunity to discover the charm and beauty of the city’s many bridges, ornate palaces and narrow streets, known as calli, from a unique canal perspective. The excursion also includes some free time to spend in St. Mark's Square, an ideal spot to sip coffee and watch the world go by or perhaps marvel at the resplendent St. Mark’s Cathedral and Doge’s Palace, which are co-located. On returning to the port and collecting your luggage, your tour will be brought to a close with your transfer to Venice Marco Polo airport.

Please Note: No guide service during the 30-minute gondola trip. This tour is available only for disembarking guests with flights departing after 17.30

VCE10TWI – CHARMING VENICE: GONDOLA TRIP, ST. MARK’S SQUARE & TOP MUSEUMS [image: image370.png]
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Treat yourself to the most luxurious way to see Venice: a gondola trip down the famous waterways with a traditional gondolier rowing at the stern. Feast your eyes on the many beautiful bridges, splendid palaces and the city’s typical narrow streets, so-called calli, as you meander from canal to canal. A special “queue-jumper” ticket will then take you straight into the museum of your choice. Take your pick from the Doge’s Palace, the Correr Museum, the Archaeological Museum or the Biblioteca Marciana, just as a few examples. The tour concludes with a little time to spend at St. Mark's Square.

Please Note: No guide service during the 30-minute gondola trip. This tour is available only for guests in transit in Venice port. 

VCE10DWI – CHARMING VENICE: GONDOLA TRIP, ST. MARK’S SQUARE & TOP MUSEUMS  [image: image374.png]
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Treat yourself to the most luxurious way to see Venice: a gondola trip down the famous waterways with a traditional gondolier rowing at the stern. Feast your eyes on the many beautiful bridges, splendid palaces and the city’s typical narrow streets, so-called calli, as you meander from canal to canal. A special “queue-jumper” ticket will then take you straight into the museum of your choice. Take your pick from the Doge’s Palace, the Correr Museum, the Archaeological Museum or the Biblioteca Marciana, just as a few examples. On returning to the port and collecting your luggage, your tour will be brought to a close with your transfer to Venice Marco Polo airport.

Please Note: No guide service during the 30-minute gondola trip. This tour is available only for disembarking guests with flights departing after 17.30

VCE11TWI – PANORAMIC BOAT TRIP, MURANO & ST. MARK’S SQUARE [image: image378.png]
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

After boarding a pleasure boat at Venice terminal, your tour begins with a relaxing boat trip, first heading for St. Mark Square and then continuing on a route past the historically famous Venetian Arsenal and lovely isles such as San Giorgio Maggiore, San Servolo and La Certosa on your way to the island of Murano. Your guide will tell you all about these islands as the boat sails close by the coastline. In Murano, renowned for a glass-blowing tradition dating back to the 12th century, you will have a chance to visit the workshop of a famous glassworker or stroll around and admire the beautiful St. Donato Basilica. Your tour is rounded off with some free time to spend at St. Mark’s Square before rejoining your ship. 

Please Note: This tour is available only for guests in transit in Venice port.
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

After boarding a pleasure boat at Venice terminal, your tour begins with a relaxing boat trip, first heading for St. Mark Square and then continuing on a route past the historically famous Venetian Arsenal and lovely isles such as San Giorgio Maggiore, San Servolo and La Certosa on your way to the island of Murano. Your guide will tell you all about these islands as the boat sails close by the coastline. In Murano, renowned for a glass-blowing tradition dating back to the 12th century, you will have a chance to visit the workshop of a famous glassworker or stroll around and admire the beautiful St. Donato Basilica. Your tour is rounded off with some free time to spend at St. Mark’s Square before returning to the port and collecting your luggage. Your tour will be brought to a close with your transfer to Venice Marco Polo airport.
Please Note: This tour is available only for disembarking guests with flights departing after 17.30

VCE12TWI – FASCINATING VENICE: PANORAMIC BOAT TOUR, MURANO, ST. MARK’S SQUARE & GONDOLA EXPERIENCE [image: image382.png]
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

Swap your ship for a boat at Venice terminal and embark on a boat tour to Murano on a route that will take you past St. Mark’s Square, the Venetian Arsenal and the islands of San Giorgio Maggiore, San Servolo and La Certosa, with information provided by your guide. Once at the famous glass-blowing island of Murano, you can see the glass-blowing process in action at a glassworker’s workshop or visit St. Donato Basilica. On returning to St. Mark’s Square, you will swap your boat for a gondola and begin the last leg of your tour: a trip around Venice’s picturesque canals and many bridges, flanked by spectacular palaces and the narrow streets known as calli. Your tour comes to a close with some free time to explore St. Mark’s Square.

Please Note: This tour is available only for guests in transit in Venice port. No guide service during the 30-minute gondola trip.

VCE12DWI – FASCINATING VENICE: PANORAMIC BOAT TOUR, MURANO, ST. MARK’S SQUARE & GONDOLA EXPERIENCE [image: image384.png]
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

Swap your ship for a boat at Venice terminal and embark on a boat tour to Murano on a route that will take you past St. Mark’s Square, the Venetian Arsenal and the islands of San Giorgio Maggiore, San Servolo and La Certosa, with information provided by your guide. Once at the famous glass-blowing island of Murano, you can see the glass-blowing process in action at a glassworker’s workshop or visit St. Donato Basilica. On returning to St. Mark’s Square, you will swap your boat for a gondola and begin the last leg of your tour: a trip around Venice’s picturesque canals and many bridges, flanked by spectacular palaces and the narrow streets known as calli. Your tour is rounded off with some free time to spend at St. Mark’s Square before returning to the port and collecting your luggage. Your tour will be brought to a close with your transfer to Venice Marco Polo airport.
Please Note: No guide service during the 30-minute gondola trip. This tour is available only for disembarking guests with flights departing after 17.30

VCE14TWI – PANORAMIC BOAT TRIP, MURANO, ST. MARK’S SQUARE & MUSEUMS[image: image386.png]
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

Board a boat at Venice terminal for a relaxing trip to Murano that takes you past St. Mark Square, the famous Venetian Arsenal and the isles of San Giorgio Maggiore, San Servolo and La Certosa, with your guide providing details as you sail by. In Murano, home of the famous glassworks, you can then visit a glass-blower’s workshop or St. Donato Basilica. After sailing back to St. Mark’s Square, a special “fast-track” ticket will give you direct access to such famous museums as the Doge’s Palace, the Correr Museum, the Archaeological Museum or the Biblioteca Marciana, to name but a few. A fascinating experience awaits you whichever one you choose. The tour includes some little free time in St. Mark's Square before returning to the port.

Please Note: This tour is available only for guests in transit in Venice port.

VCE14DWI – PANORAMIC BOAT TRIP, MURANO, ST. MARK’S SQUARE & MUSEUMS[image: image389.png]
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Duration: approx. 4.5 hours

Board a boat at Venice terminal for a relaxing trip to Murano that takes you past St. Mark Square, the famous Venetian Arsenal and the isles of San Giorgio Maggiore, San Servolo and La Certosa, with your guide providing details as you sail by. In Murano, home of the famous glassworks, you can then visit a glass-blower’s workshop or St. Donato Basilica. After sailing back to St. Mark’s Square, a special “fast-track” ticket will give you direct access to such famous museums as the Doge’s Palace, the Correr Museum, the Archaeological Museum or the Biblioteca Marciana, to name but a few. A fascinating experience awaits you whichever one you choose. The tour includes some little free time in St. Mark's Square before returning to the port and collecting your luggage. Your tour will be brought to a close with your transfer to Venice Marco Polo airport.
Please Note: This tour is available only for disembarking guests with flights departing after 17.30

VCE15TWI – FAMOUS VENETIAN MUSEUMS [image: image392.png]
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Get the best of Venice’s incredible cultural heritage on this great museum tour. After boarding a boat at Venice terminal to reach St. Mark’s Square, you will have a few hours’ time to enjoy visiting the most important museums near the famous Piazza. Your special ticket ensures “queueless” access to any venue you choose to visit, for instance the Doge’s Palace, which was built from 1309 to 1424 and was damaged during a fire in 1574. The sympathetic restoration work respected the original Gothic style. Since the 16th century, the Palace has been linked to the prison by the famous Bridge of Sighs. Or you might prefer to visit other key venues such as the Correr Museum, the Archaeological Museum or the Biblioteca Marciana. Before returning to the port, you will also have a little free time to spend at St. Mark's Square.

Please Note: This tour is available only for guests in transit in Venice port.
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Duration: approx. 4 hours

Get the best of Venice’s incredible cultural heritage on this great museum tour. After boarding a boat at Venice terminal to reach St. Mark’s Square, you will have a few hours’ time to enjoy visiting the most important museums near the famous Piazza. Your special ticket ensures “queueless” access to any venue you choose to visit, for instance the Doge’s Palace, which was built from 1309 to 1424 and was damaged during a fire in 1574. The sympathetic restoration work respected the original Gothic style. Since the 16th century, the Palace has been linked to the prison by the famous Bridge of Sighs. Or you might prefer to visit other key venues such as the Correr Museum, the Archaeological Museum or the Biblioteca Marciana. You will also have a little free time before returning to the port and collecting your luggage. Your tour will be brought to a close with your transfer to Venice Marco Polo airport.
Please Note: This tour is available only for disembarking guests with flights departing after 17.30.

Note 

The excursions in the programme above are intended to provide MSC Guests with an idea of the different tours that can be arranged in each port of call ; this programme is merely a guide and confirmation of each excursion and its description and prices will be made during your cruise. Full information can be found in the onboard Tour Magazine.

Excursions require a minimum number of participants ; if the minimum number is not reached, the tour may be cancelled. Some excursions have a maximum number of participants so places may be limited.
MSC Cruises cannot be held responsible for programme changes relating to local holidays or for closing times and/or any other local occurrences that prevent the complete or partial execution of the excursion.
ICON LEGENDA :
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